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WYBUNBURY COMBINED PARISHES NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN (v10 Draft: Regulation 14)

1.Background and Introduction

This Plan has been produced by the Wybunbury Combined Parishes Neighbourhood Plan
Steering Group on behalf of Wybunbury, Hough, Chorltea, Walgherton, Blakenhall,
Hatherton, DoddingtonHunsterson, Checkley Curvrinehilland Brdgemere Parish

Councils aftel8 monthsof study, research and consultation with the local community. We
have also worked closely with Cheshire East Council.

We have consulted with the community through open days, interest group meetgs
community events, through regular newsletters, social medhid surveys and we believe
that this Plan reflects the vieswof our community. A strong message emerging from the
consultation process was that the local people are proud of the unique and individual
character of the Combined Parishes and have a very strong desire to retain this in the
future. This was key to delaping the overarching Vision of the Plan which is set out on
Page7 of the plan.

The aims and policies of the community have all been derived from the Vision and are
detailed in this Plan. We strongly believe that this Plan is robust and fanerally adopted
will provide the necessary guidance for the Combined Pasi8hea until 2030.

The Neighbourhood Plan area for the Combined Parishasdesignatedon the T

December 2015 ang shown on the map opposite.

John Dwyer
Chair of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group

2. Scope of the Plan

The Combined Parishes were granted Neighbourhood Plan stalecember 2015.

The Neighbourhood Plan sets out a series of policies which, once made, will be used to
guide developmentad the preparation of planning applications. The policies will be used

by Cheshire East Council in determining planning applications for all development proposals
in the Parisbs

The Neighbourhoo@lan has been prepared in general conformity with the strategic policies
of the Cheshire East Local Plan 2017 as well as the saved policies of the Crewe and Nantwich
Replacement Local Plan 2011.

The Neighbourhood Plan is to run for the same period aiheshire East Local Plan,

expiring in 203@nd the starting point for any development proposals in the Combined
Parishes will be the Cheshire East Local Plan.

Where development is compliant with éhCheshire Eastocal Plan, the Neighbourhood Plan
will provide more detailed policy applicable to proposals within the Parishes. Once adopted,
the Neighbourhood Plan will have the status of a Development Plan Document.

At the same time as thNeighbourhood Plan was being firsalil, Cheshire East Council

issual a ConsultationPraft Sites Allocation Development Plan Docunt¥8ADPD) and the
Combined Parishes responded to that consultation draft and a copy of that response is
attached inAppendix A.

It is unlikely that the second Consultation Draft will be lmhed before the Regulation 15
version of the Neighbourhood Plan has been submittexivever the Steering group will
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modified once the SADPD is adopted, probably in lai2then the Steering group will
NEOASSG YR Y2ZRATE (GKS WYIRSQ LI yo®

A number of projects have been identified during the Neighbourhood Planning process and
these have been detailed in a separate Delivery Plan Document for the Parish €dumsil

will be provided to Parish Councils separately.

This Neighbourhood Plan aims to deliver the Vision for The Combined Parishes to 2030, to
reflect the issues set out above and many othetised by the local community.

The consultation processleading up to the preparation of this Planyebeen

considerable and a Statement of Consultation will be included with the Regulation 15
submission.

On 13" November 2016Safeguarding Directions for development affecting the route and
associated works for the High Speed TRad Project, Phase 2a Birmingham to Creweere
made by the Secretary of Staaed furtherrevised on 2 September 2017

As required by the Safeguding Directions, Cheshire East Council are consulting with High
Speed Two (HS2) Limited before determining any planning applications falling within
paragraph 2 of the Safeguarding Directions.

The Combined Parishes have made representations to the Housenomons*lect

Committee in June 2018 regarding the impact of HS2a upon the Neighbourhood Plan area
(see Appendices B,and M and we have included Policy TI6 HS2a which seeks to address
issues raised by the Neighbourhood Plan consultation.

The area safeguarded by the Safeguarding Direction has been considered in this plan as it is
currently proposed that the connection into &@ve will be implemented by 2027.

It should be noted that the Cheshire East Local Plan Sirateds current formatdoes not
address any of the issues raised by HS2a.

3.Wybunbury Combined Parishes Character Area: Context, History and Evolution

3.1 Location

The Wybunbury Parishes lie to the south and east of the market town of Nantwich on the
road to Woore four and a half miles south of Crewe and lie adjacent to the boundaries of
Staffordshire and Shropshire to the east.

lff NS KAaAUG2NAROLIftte €20FGSR Ay dG¢KS | dzy RNBR
3.2 Geology

In geological terms, the aremas formed as part of a sedimentary basin formed of red
sandstone and Mercia mudstone rocks that covered large parts of south Cheshire. The
Mercia Mudstone rocks accumulated on what were coastal plains and salt flats giving rise to
the Wilkesley Salt fornteon and later identifying south Cheshire as an important area for

salt extraction.

The ongoing physical processes of erosion and deposition approximately 15Ma ago,
resulted in the formation of what is recognised as the Cheshire Plain. It is howeser

impact of glacial action during the last tage 100,000 years ago that have most affected

local soils and sand deposits in the neighbourhood plan area, creating a gently undulating
landscape of mounds and hollows formed by terminal moraines, the degegitsy

receding iceflows.
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Peat accumulated in the hollows giving rise to ¥ha S NB & | yiliit chafadteris 3he
flyRAOILIS YR ¢6K2&S dzyAljdzS Ff 2N} FyR Fldzyl K
Wh I {0 dzNB L Y LINIh @dslitvos, Yoah befoMaTartd @fter this period, the area has

been further affected by the dissolution of the underlying Wilkesley Salt Formation causing
elliptical collapses such as that beneath the Wybunbury Moss or subsidence as evidenced by
0KS Wi SI yQ bankaryChurch Todér. G KS 2 @

3.3 Archaeology ot

Earliest archaeological artefacts found across the 1
neighbourhood plan area have been relatively few,
but include a collection of four bronzege weapons
(three axeheads and a dagger), found at Bridgeme
in 1984, wih other associated items suggesting an
early smelting operatioq the earliest of its kind yet
found in Britain. Despite the strong Roman presen
in parts of Cheshire, there have been very few
indications of Roman interest in the Wybunbury
Parishes aredrtefacts have been limited to two
finds of Denarii coins and a dolphin brooch at
Wybunbury and an example of Roman pottery fou
at Doddington during fieldwork.

6The Bridgemer e Hoapomkd
discovered in fields in Bridgemere in 1984.
(Cheshire Archaeological Bulletin 1984.85 (ISSN
0307 6628)

3.4 The AngleSaxon Period

LG A& RANAVH2VRSLIINFAR202NI 5FN)] ! 38a0 aGkKIFG

greater importance. Despite the victory of the Northumbrians over the Welsh in 616AD at

the Battle of Chester, it was another 50 years before Cheshire became EBglrgtg this

period, Mercia was highly influenced by Celtic Christianity and several churches, including

Wybunbury were dedicated to St Chad. Theasiglb E2y & dzF FAE a0 dzZNKé 06 dz

applled to fortlfled places and it is believed thatthissuf®@ YO A Y SR G6AGK 2 @06dz/o
e SO 0 |elevated position in the

; Lt @ |landscape, the eighteen

Wiz6yaKALAQ |aaz20Al

Wybunbury and the Church

dedication are indications that

Wybunbury may have been of

| greater importance in the

|latter years of the Mercian

| Kingdom.

0 Moeadt Set t (Medieeal) t 0
|| Listed Ancient Monument, east of
|| the current Wybunbury Tower site
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3.5 The Middle Ags

The AngleSaxon period was bought to an abrupt end in 1066 when William the Conqueror
imposed the new regime of the Normans by force. In 1068 he put down rebellions in the
north including Mercia and Cheshire. The Domesday Book (1086)ksstvlybunbury and

its parishes as a wild, wooded area averaging two people to the square mile and reliant on
an agricultural estate model. The ancient parish of Wybunbury originally comprised the
townships of Basford, BathertoBlakenhall, Bridgemere, €tkley cum Wrinehill, Chorlton,
Doddington, Hatherton, Hough, Hunsterson, Lea, Rope, Shavington cum Gresty, Stapeley,
Walgherton, Weston, Willaston (part) amdybunbury

Ecclesiastical links were certainly still important. The Bishop of Lichfield retamieterest

in the township and in 1240 Pope Gregory authorised him to retain the church of
Wybunbury for his own use as a safe resting place on his travels and visitations as
GXFNRdzy R { G FF 2 NRwobdy fRacts iifeStadib$ dohs bfpSditiBn whaNB
without the fear of God molest travelérsp

3.6 The Delves Family
It is during the Middle Ages that the Delves family were first connected to the townships of

Wybunbury. It is recorded in family records that the Delves family (of Delves Hall, Uttoxeter)
purchased Doddington from John de Brassey in 1352 following thhtkiogd of John

Delves in 1347. It was at the battle of Poitiers in 1356 that Lord James Audley was rewarded

by the Black Prince for his bravery in battle, who in turn passed on the reward to his four

squires. One of these was John Delves who proceedeN® &G | W3I22Rf & YI yaa
and as a knight, he was given the right to fortify the house at Doddington. During this period

the estate was extended to include the manor at Blakenhall and the townships of

Bridgemere, Checkley and Hunsterson.

3.7 The Giil War Years

The parishes next came to prominence during the Civil Wi~
where Nantwich was in support of Parliament and Cheste|
gla F2N) UKS YAy3dId LYy wmcnH
signed by nearly eight thousand names from the township
including 8 Thomas Delves of Doddington, Sir Thomas
Smythe of Hatherton and fifty other members of the gentn
Sir Thomas Delves and his son, Henry were arrested by t
King and imprisoned at Crewe Hall in Sepbter 1642. The
following year, Doddington Hall was attacked by
parliamentarian forces from Nantwich who were then
guartered across the Wybunbury townships until Septemb
when they moved south into Shrewsbury. Royalist forces
promptly reclaimed Nantwich ahthe surrounding townships

. , . Delves Tower
in December 1643, following which, the surrender of the halls of (poddington Estate,

Doddington, Crewe and Cholmondeley, marked the cessation of Grade 1 Listed)
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fighting in the vicinity of Nantwich. The Civil War did not penalise local landowners unduly
andby166 Y2aid 2F (GKS WYwSY2yaididNIyOS 5StAyljdsSyia:
estates.

3.8 The Nineteenth Century: The Railways

Ly 0KS mMyonQas (KS RS@OSt2LIVSyd 2F / NBsS G2 G
to exert an ifluence primarily as the result of the Railway Works and the development of

the railway through Cheshire. Nantwich also burgeoned offering new forms of employment

in shoe and glowenaking followed later by clothes manufacturing. Whilst the population of

the Wybunbury Parish expanded (from 3,174 in 1801 to 5,905 in 1871), the populations in

the smaller townships of Bridgemere, Blakenhall and Checkley fell.

3.9 The Nineteenth Century: Methodism

h@SNI GKS al YS LISNA 2RSS (1K R/RA &xSqy oSS B{F  AMt aNJAWIA
Wybunbury townships. This neconformist branch of Methodism was based on the

preachings of Hugh Bourne and William Clowes from Mow Cop (visible from parts of Hough

FYR / K2NX G2y 0d .| &SR 2 gampinie&ingdabkipfadeiat-Writehilv S @A @ |
in 1818 which led to considerable success in the Wybunbury Parishes. Whilst initially many
meetings took place in private houses, by the early twentieth century Methodist Chapels

had been built in Wybunbury, Hough, Chon, Blakenhall, Bridgemere and Hatherton.

Chorlton, Hough & Wybunburiylethodist Chapels.



;—Ql-\ WybunburyCombined Parishes Neighbourhood Plan (v10 Draft: Regulation 14)

Outside the Swan Inn, Main Road, Wybunbury circa 1880 and 1935
3.10 The Twentieth Century

As the new century unfolded, the Wybunbury Parishes continued to change. Traditional

trades such as millers, blacksmiths, wheelwrights and butchers waned as the motor car, in
FRRAGAZY (2 GKS NIAfgleas o6S3aly dGaryadl 1S 23SN
inhabitants were described as farmers, although most worked smallholdings of 10 to 50

acres.

3.11 The First World War

The First World War (19248) saw local men enlist. Permission was required for those
employed in the railways and the Coumyjar Agricultural Committee was responsible for
releasing those employed in local food production.

Despite early restrictions on women, by 1917 local women were working in the Crewe
Works manufacturing shells and over two thousand were deployed on Cheshire Farms.
Eighty German prisoners of war were based at Hatherton and worked the land. Whilst the
end of hostilities brought great rejoicing, of those that served in the forces, 160 men from
the Wybunbury Parishes never returned.

3.12 The IntefWar Years

CKS MpHnQa YR onQa ale¢g tAGGES NBFf OKIFy3asS
war paterns of agriculture and accessing employment in Nantwich and Crewe. The greatest
changes occurred as a result in the declining fortunes of the D&8kasghton family and

the breakdzL) 2 F GKS Sadl dS a4 arftsSa Ay wmidrmms | YR Rc
and smahholdings were actually purchased by their farmer tenants and those family names

still persist today in the more rural parishes of Blakenhall, Checkley, Bridgemere and

Doddington.
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3.13 The Second World War

By 1938, war was threatening o@ again and the
Wybunbury Parishes became the temporary
home of child evacuees arriving at Crewe Static
C2NJ SEFYLXS GKS 246y SN
Wrinehill Road in Wybunbury, took two girls fro
Liverpool. During the Second World War, the
Doddington Padand surrounding the Hall was
host to British, American and Belgian troops anc : .
finally to Polish refugees. The Cliffe, Wrinehill Road, Wybunbury.
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At one stage over 200 Polish families (upward of one thousand individuals) resitied
Barrackswithin the Park. The Polish
interns played a valuable role in
helping maintain the farms and local
.| food production whilst the children
i attended school either within the
“* parracks or the local schools at
Bridgemere and Wybunbury Delves
School in Wybunburynl1960
twelve families still remained at
Doddington and were rehoused by
Cheshire County Council.

The Polish Camp, Doddington Park 1945
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Once again local men in the services were lost in action, although fewer than in the First
World War. In 1944 during a heavy thunderstorm, a Wellington bomber crashed in
Bridgemere at Princes Hill whilst on a training flight. Six of the seven airmen iVede lk

2003 permission was given to erect a memorial at Princes Hill in memory of these RAF
airmen which was completed in 2004. During the period 20&84aWirst World War

Memorial Grougivas establisheth Wybunburywhich has repaired and relocateda War
aSY2NRFE G2 {04 [/ KI -BaedtheomeBasial stonds tzedsuce thaythe dzLJ
names of all local people lost as a result of warfare are included.

SCHOOLS—~ENGLAND

Cheshire

3.14 Doddington Hall

From 1946 until 1984 Doddington Hall ifselas host to Goudhurst
College; a gi€® college (based originally in Kent until its premises
were requisitioned by the Army).Following its closurd)oddington
Hall has remained empty and is irdateriorating state. In 2004 a
grant from English Herigge ensured that the roof was watertight anc
damaged timbers (wet rot) were removed. The ldegn future of

GOUDHURST COLLEGE

DODDINGTON HALL, Near NANTWICH, CHESHIRE

the building is yet to be determined.

Goudhurst College
at Doddington Hall

Doddington Hall
1906

3obmMp {G / KIRQ&A [/ KdZNDK
LY mMdpTH GKS adzwwaAiRSyC
Church once again caused the building to be
deemed unsafe and in 1976 the main body of

the Church had to be demolished. A new St

/| K RQa [/ KdzZNOK &1 & o0 dzA %
Wybunbury, however the fifteenth century w
tower was left standing and in 1983 the
Wybunbury Tower Preservation Trust was
F2NXYSRO® LY mMdpyd GKS

Kl
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2017: Wybunbury Tower still commands its elevated position on
Main Road and from vistas across the Wybunbury Combined

Parishes.

3.16 Agriculture and Diversification in the 20th & 21st Centuries

In the latter half of the twentieth century, agriculture experienced significant shifts in terms

2T FYAYlIf Kdzaol YRNEIZ YSOKFIyAaldA2y |yR Ff dzOi
farms were selling at £100 per acre and small holdings were fejdietween £150 and

£200. The Coperative Wholesale Society Ltd purchased land in and around the Wybunbury
Parishes including estate lands from the DelveN2 dzZ3 K 2y F I YhiL&E oK NNE&E G |
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